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duct, where the rail Is carried about 146 feet above the floor
of a broken, winding gorge on a creation of steel comprising
three spans, each measuring 196 feet in length, and five
smaller spans* each of 66 feet, supported on pyramidal
steel towers. Another work of a similar character is the
Flat Creek Viaduct, where the fail runs across the rift
about 100 feet above its deepest part in six spans of 66 feet
each. These mountain creeks, it may be pointed out, are
simply masses of rocky boulders in the dry season, but
when they are called upon to carry away the accumulation
of water, they are nothing but torrents tearing along with
fiendish turbulence, and bearing down considerable quan-
tities of heavy stones, against the batterings of which the
erections of the engineer would be futile were they not
carried out upon the most substantial lines. In contrast
to the permanent metallic structures is the Waian timber
trestle .on the South Island main trunk line, which measures
no. less than 613 feet from end to end. Verily, New Zealand
may be described as the land of the bridge-builder in
excelsis, owing to such varied opportunities to demonstrate
his skill.